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40 Great News and Feature Story Ideas for Your College Paper 
 
After you have arranged your schedule so that you can attend every meeting on campus, from student government 
(where the students talk about what bugs them) to faculty senate (where the professors complain like you wouldn’t 
believe about what bugs them) to the board of trustees (where astounding things are done with your tuition money), and 
after you’ve sifted through every public record associated with the college, you’ll probably have enough stories to 
last you several semesters. 
 
But in case you still have time on your hands, try these time-honored methods for drumming up stories. Remember that, 
since you’re at a community college, many of these can be done every two to three years, after one student population 
has departed and another has arrived. 
 

1. Read archives of your student paper and of your local daily, many of which are now available on CD or online. 
2. Go to the local historical museum. Do some research. For example, what was your campus before it was your 

campus? One in Central Florida was a POW camp during WWII. 
3. Does your college have a yearbook or better yet, a collection of past yearbooks? Look back into what once 

was; who was here as a student who has come back as a faculty or staff member? Who is still around who 
would remember when the gym was built and what they had to do before it was? 

4. Does the college library keep memorabilia of the institution? Bet the more senior among the library staff know 
some stories about what once were the good-old days (which were often pretty bad). 

5. Are there local celebrities who are alums? Lots of people in the entertainment field or sports went to college 
somewhere even if they didn't graduate; maybe some now-famous ones went to your school. 

6. Who on your campus has published a book - or a poem, or a short story or a play? What professors have 
written textbooks? Who has done significant research in some field? Who's truly an expert in his/her field? 
Anyone ever testified in a trial as an expert witness? 

7. What of the moonlighting jobs some of your faculty - or students - hold or have held? Anyone worked in law 
enforcement, entertainment, the media, health care, any of the exciting or glamorous professions we love to 
know the inside of? Or professions that are simply exciting, interesting or outrageous, such as firefighters, 
exotic dancers, police or entertainers? Don’t take this one lightly. There are tons of interesting stories out there 
if you constantly milk your classmates for clues. In just the past year, I’ve had: 

a. A soldier just returned from Iraq, now helping out with Hurricane Katrina recovery. 
b. A paramedic who that semester helped to make a famous basketball player’s father comfortable in the 

last moments of his life. 
c. An internationally known model for Hawaiian Tropic and Hooters, and was going to have her image 

on the $10 chip at the new Hooters casino in Vegas. 
8. Are some at your college artists, musicians, writers or actors whose creative efforts are in the public eye from 

time to time? 
9. Any child prodigies at your school, now or recently, some teenage kid who's a genius? 
10. What are some good but cheap places to eat, drink or play? Or the opposite: what's skuzzy, gross, overpriced, 

cited for health violations? 
11. Cool wheels: The best-looking or most creatively customized cars in the parking lot. Our parking lot always 

has a couple of Hummers in it. (Who the heck at a community college can afford a Hummer?) 
12. Any current or former students who have gained some fame in sports? An alumnus who made it into Major 

League Baseball? The Olympics? Golf? Tennis? Swimming? A basketball standout now in the NBA or 
WNBA? And what of your coaches? Anyone a former pro or star in his/her college days or thereafter? Some 
college coaches, and former ones, moonlight as officials. Who of prominence in your community—n politics, 
business, entertainment or whatever—was once a student at your college or connected in any way, like on the 
board of trustees? Can your alumni association or your foundation - or your adviser or veteran members of the 
faculty - steer you to some of these folks? 

13. Apparent fashion trends: Do it with pictures and quotes; where are the bargains for these trendy fashions - how 
can you be stylin' (as they say) and dress fashionably for less? 

14. Whose doing what on the Internet—on MySpace or Facebook? Who are the campus cyberfreaks, netheads? 
Who has his or her own Web site or blog? Who's a computer game addict? 

15. Who on your campus is an achiever in some individualized activity, like surfing, skateboarding, motocross, 
stock-car racing water skiing rock-climbing, hang-gliding, sky-diving, roller-hockey, golf, tennis, fishing, 
hunting, darts, archery, chess, ballroom dancing, clogging, etc.? 

16. What programs - like co-op education, distance learning, TV courses, special internships, workstudy, etc.- does 
your college have that few may be aware of? 

17. How does your college divvy up the student activity funds? What groups get money, how much, and how is 
that determined? How much power of the purse does student government have? 

 



 

18. What's the outlook for your college in the immediate future? Just because your current readers (at least the 
students) may not be around to see the plans become reality, doesn't mean they're not interesting or that some 
readers (faculty, staff, alums) aren't even more interested. 

19. Students-on-the-quadrangle opinion pulls: What are your peers thinking about current issues? Possible changes 
in policies, sports offerings, tuition, fees, rules, etc.? 

20. What are the campus myths, such as how long you supposedly have to wait for a prof who's not on time to 
class? What are perceived as "gut courses" and are they really? 

21. What's student attitude on some questions of academic ethics, like cheating, plagiarism, buying pre-written 
research papers, using study guides, notes, old tests from frat files, etc.?  

22. Campus security "officers" basically just goof off all day and write parking tickets, right? Are they sworn 
law-enforcement officers? Go on a full-shift job shadow with one to see just what it's really like - and how 
some of your fellow students make problems for everyone. 

23. Does your food service have one of those outdoor "hotdog wagons" serving food alfresco, away from the 
regular dining area? Do the workers follow all of the required hygiene practices, like plastic gloves, hand 
washing, etc.? When was the last time someone got food poisoning. Good exposé potential. 

24. How well is your college following environmental regulations, recycling policies, open-meeting and public 
information laws, campus crime reporting? 

25. How well is your college in compliance with Title IX (equal opportunity athletics for women)? Is it better now 
than it once was? Has compliance impacted other sports programs? 

26. Are some courses offered as Pass/Fail? How do you qualify to register? 
27. Pollution: Any campus problems like contaminated soil from old storage areas, "sick buildings," chemistry 

labs without proper ventilation for noxious fumes or other safety equipment like smoke detectors? Have any 
such past problems been rectified? 

28. Has your school been cited for any kind of code violations? Is it under any court orders to make improvements 
in any area? 

29. Is anyone currently suing the school? (This and many of the above are in the realm of public information 
accessible to anyone, but no one is going to just hand it to you; you'll have to dig.) 

30. What is your college's policy on releasing security (particularly crime) information? Do you know the current 
law on this? Do they? (The Student Press Law Center has guidelines available. 

31. How do the prices in your campus bookstore and cafeterias compare with those of their off-campus 
competitors? 

32. Do your students on financial aid get discriminatory treatment by having to wait until the well-off students buy 
their books? Is that fair and legal? 

33. Any groups on your campus currently on probation - or about to get off, at last? That could validate retelling 
the sordid tale of how they got in deep feces in the first place.  

34. What does your college do with obsolete, broken down equipment, furniture, etc.? Auction it off Who can bid 
on it? Do they give it away? To whom and when? Could they (gasp!) throw away perfectly usable stuff some 
deserving folks could put to good use? 

35. Did something noteworthy happen at your school 10, 20, 25, 50 years ago? These are good "anniversary" years 
to retell the tale. Think Kent State. 

36. How much does student evaluation weigh in the retention of professors not on tenure? Who will talk about it? 
Department chairs should, if you don't press them on details of individual cases. 

37. What is the atmosphere on campus respecting individual rights? Is there discrimination, racism, elitism, 
anti-Semitism, homophobia, sexism, chauvinism, cynicism, nihilism, PC run amok? These controversial 
attitudes must be handled with care or you might create serious problems instead of insightful discourse and 
critical thinking. 

38. When was your college last visited by an accrediting team (such as the regional Association of Schools and 
Colleges)? Was the college warned to improve on certain areas or inadequacies? Well, what's the progress on 
that? Could be some interesting - and maybe even embarrassing questions and answers to be aired. Tough to 
do but well worth it. 

39. Are you looking at other colleges' publications, browsing for ideas you could adapt to your paper? How about 
regular "real world" newspapers and magazines? It's not plagiarism or stealing if you take the idea and adapt it 
without duplicating, imitating or copying its execution. 

40. College campuses are thought of as typically where lots of alcohol is consumed. Is there a drinking problem on 
yours? What of other social issues often associated with young adults newly off on their own, like credit crises, 
drugs, date rape, sexually transmitted diseases, unplanned pregnancies and attempted suicides. Not easy 
subjects to cover, but ones worthy of serious treatment in your pages. 

 
And where can you get even more ideas like these? Mostly from talking, talking and talking to everyone - you never 
know who's going to come up with a killer story possibility. Could be the president, or a janitor, or an alum, or an 
adjunct professor who's not afraid of spilling the beans. Or just another Stu Dent, a lot like you. So keep on talking - but 
stop frequently to listen, too. 


