
Please keep online 
browsing or texting 

to a minimum.  If 
you have urgent 
business to take 
care of, it’s fine 
to step into the 

hallway to do what 
you need to do.
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In this class, we’ll focus on the activity 
of writing for mass media. Therefore, 
while we will discuss some work in 
theory, you will spend most of your 
time reporting, writing and publishing 
your work. This is not only media 
theory; this is media production.

Reading of Required Texts

Bring “Inside Reporting” to every 
class, and bring “The AP Stylebook” to 
class whenever the syllabus indicates.  
Students who arrive without these 
required texts will not be able to 
participate.

1. Inside Reporting, 3rd edition (with 
online access), by Tim Harrower

2. The AP Stylebook, either in book 
form, an an app or as a searchable 
online database, all available at      
www.apstylebook.com.  If you opt for 
the print version, order it early. The 
UVM bookstore does not get this book, 
so you MUST order it online or buy it 
locally in the first week of class in order 
to have it when you’ll need it. Be sure 
to get the 2011 edition or later.

Chapter/AP Quizzes (Mondays)

You’ll receive a packet of 10 take-home 
quizzes dealing with assigned chapters 
and AP style. Unless otherwise noted, 
one quiz is due every Monday. You 
must hand in a paper copy of the quiz 
for my TA to grade. If you’re going to 
be absent on a day that a quiz is due, 
deliver the paper version of the quiz 
to my office before the class. Emailed 
quizzes and quizzes received after the 
beginning of class will not be accepted.

News Quizzes (Wednesdays)

On Wednesdays, you will take an in-
class news quiz. The best way to learn 
to write news is to consume news, and 
these quizzes will encourage you to 
do that. Questions will deal with items 
that are prevalent in the media. You 
cannot make up a quiz, but you can 
drop your lowest news quiz score.

Welcome to your UVM newsroom

Attendance

I don’t take attendance. However, you 
have quizzes in roughly half of our class 
sessions, and you’ll lose points for any quiz 
that you miss. We also do a huge amount 
of writing, critiquing and discussing while 
in class—all of which factors into your 
participation score.

Late work

In the media world, a deadline is the 
difference between a piece of work being 
100 percent usable and 0 percent usable. 
In this class, I will accept late work for 
up to one week past the deadline, but 
the deduction for missing a deadline is 
one-third of the total points possible. 
This applies to work one week late and 
one minute late. After one week, I will 
not accept late work, and therefore the 
deduction will be 100 percent of the total 
points possible for the assignment.

Plagiarism

If you cheat or plagiarize, you will receive 
a zero for the work. Depending on the 
severity of the infraction, you might fail 
the course.

Submissions to Blackboard. Word.

All papers submitted to Blackboard 
must be in Microsoft Word (.doc or 
.docx format). I will not attempt to read 
submissions that are submitted in any 
other format or those pasted in to the 
Blackboard interface.

Course description and semester overview

CREVANS@UVM.EDU
802-656-2060

OFFICE HOURS are 
by appointment. 

If you contact me to 
request a conference, 

I’ll try to meet with 
you within a day of 

receiving the request.

Your TAs
Katy Cardin
cynicnews@gmail.com

Molly Miller       
Molly.T.Miller@uvm.edu

Your textbooks
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SCORING POINTS
You will turn in your work throughout the term on Blackboard and via your online Wordpress portfolio. If you publish 
any story in The Vermont Cynic or show your video on UVMtv within a month of the assignment due date, write 
PUBLISHED in the headline, and you’ll receive extra credit. By the end of the semester, the portfolio will include a 
500- to 800-word introduction in which you analyze your progress. The portfolio can include revisions of your stories, 
which can earn you extra credit.

10 chapter/AP quizzes @ 10 points each (drop lowest score or missed quiz)  100 points

10 news quizzes @ 5 points each (drop lowest score or missed quiz)   50 points

2 practice stories @ 5 points each                       10 points

4 REAL stories @ 40 points each                     160 points

Participation / attendance (including end-of-term presentation)    40 points

Complete portfolio presented on Wordpress, with links, intro & revisions   40 points

TOTAL:                        400 POINTS

A = 100-90 percent / B =89-80 percent / C = 79-70 percent / D = 69-60 percent / F = 59-0 percent

“Plus” grades are 8s or 9s within the range; “Minus” grades are 1s and 0s within the range.

Attendance and participation
Students’ grades for participation and attendance will be awarded based on the quality of in-class participation and 
of reflective writings, including the end-of-term introduction to your portfolio. Though I do not take attendance, 
the class is small enough that I’ll notice if you start missing a lot of classes. If you are having problems that prevent 
you from attending, let me know as soon as you realize that you have a problem so that we can work out a plan for 
success.  We do so much work in class that, if you miss more than a couple of class sessions, you’ll undoubtedly see 
a reduction in your grade, simply because you won’t be able to keep up. So please come to class. We have it for a 
reason. 

A Journalistic Parable: GOYA/KOD
When the Washington Post was digging up exclusives in its Watergate coverage, the national editor of the Los 
Angeles Times was disturbed by the failure of the Times’s Washington bureau to match the coverage. The Times’s 
reporters were trying to cover the scandal by telephone, the editor learned.

“Tell them to get off their asses and knock on doors,” the editor shouted to the Washington news editor. The advice 
went out with increasing frequency and ferocity, until the Washington editor decided to post a sign in the office:

GOYA/KOD

Get Off Your Asses and Knock On Doors

This is also my advice to you. Good stories don’t come to you; you need to go to them. Talk to people you don’t know. 
Write down what they say. Observe what they do and write that down, too. This is the reporting part that you’ll need 
to do, well before you begin writing. By some estimates, reporting and research take up 90 percent of the time you 
should spend in the “writing” of a story. You can’t write about good facts without first acquiring good facts.

Early in the semester, you’ll meet invaluable contacts at The Vermont Cynic and UVMtv who can help you succeed. If 
you make news-minded allies within these organizations, you’ll improve your chances for success.

Class sessions will sometimes take place outside of the computer lab. We’ll visit an SGA meeting, and together we’ll 
visit the local newspaper. Most excursions will take place during class time, but some will not, and they are required, 
so look at the calendar and plan accordingly.

Like the best reporters, you’ll need to make yourself mobile, agile and flexible. Find ways to be all of these things and 
you’ll have a blast.


